
Recommended Reads for Pupils 

Some parents have asked for ideas to get their children reading. 

Please find below some recommendations of engaging fiction for all 

secondary age pupils. 

Please note that the reading age is only a guide to the reading level 

required to access the text. If a book says 10+ it doesn’t mean that a 

fifteen year old wouldn’t also enjoy it. All reading is beneficial, as long 

as it is pleasurable and not forced. Please allow your child to choose 

their own reading material, don’t judge their choices and try reading 

it yourself too – you might really enjoy it! 

 

 

A Place Called Perfect, The Trouble with Perfect, The Battle for Perfect by 

Helena Duggan. Reading Age 10+ 

 

Blurb for Book One: 

They've got their eyes on you: a quirky, creepy and unforgettable adventure, 

perfect for fans of Roald Dahl, Neil Gaiman and Tim Burton. Violet hates living in 

Perfect. Why does everyone have to wear special glasses to stop them going blind? 

What are the strange noises in the night and why is Mum acting so weird? Then 

Dad disappears and Violet is determined to uncover the truth with the help of 

the mysterious Boy. But returning normality to Perfect is a battle they never 

imagined... 
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The Boy Who Fooled the World by Lisa Thonpson. Reading 

age 10+ 

When a little white lie leads to a huge dose of trouble... 

Cole is the odd one out at school: the other kids have the latest 

gadgets and trainers while his family struggles to make ends 

meet. 

Until the day one of his paintings is talent-spotted and sells for 

thousands of pounds at a posh London gallery. 

Suddenly, Cole is the toast of the international art world, the 

star guest on TV shows, rich beyond his wildest dreams, hailed 

as a boy genius! 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds. Reading age 9+ 

Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever 

known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons -

until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medallist who sees 

something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on 

track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter 

in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will 

his past finally catch up to him? 
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Scythe Series by Neal Shusterman. Reading age 12+ 

 

Blurb for book one: 

A dark, gripping and witty thriller in which the only thing humanity has control 

over is death. 

In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the only way to die 

is to be randomly killed ("gleaned") by professional scythes. Citra and Rowan are 

teenagers who have been selected to be scythes' apprentices, and despite 

wanting nothing to do with the vocation, they must learn the art of killing and 

understand the necessity of what they do. 

Only one of them will be chosen as a scythe's apprentice and as Citra and Rowan 

come up against a terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, it becomes clear that the 

winning apprentice's first task will be to glean the loser. 

 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson. Reading age 10+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always 

wondered about where she is from. She tries to ignore the 

strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was 

as strong on the inside as she is on the outside.  

But, when she has to flee her house, looking for answers about 

who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever 

imagined begins: from icy rivers to smouldering mountains 

meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends along 

the way. 
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Catching Teller Crow by Ambelin and Ezekiel Kwaymullina 

Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Places I’ve Cried in Public by Holly Bourne. Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An extraordinary thriller, told from the perspective of 

two Aboriginal protagonists, which weaves together 

themes of grief, colonial history, violence, love and 

family. 

Nothing's been the same for Beth Teller since she died. 

Her dad, a detective, is the only one who can see and hear 

her, and he's drowning in grief. Only a suspected murder, 

and a mystery to solve, might save them both. 

And they have a potential witness: Isobel Catching. 

Aboriginal by birth, like Beth, she seems lost and isolated 

in the world. 

But as the two get closer, Isobel's strange tale of glass-

eyed monsters and stolen colours will intertwine with 

Beth's investigation - and reveal something dark and 

terrible at the heart of this Australian town . . . 

 

It looked like love. 

It felt like love. 

But this isn't a love story. 

 

Amelie fell hard for Reese. And she thought he loved her too. 

But she's starting to realise that real love isn't supposed to hurt 

like this. 

 

So now she's retracing their story, revisiting all the places he 

made her cry. Because if she works out what went wrong, 

perhaps she can finally learn how to get over him. 
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Lost by Eve Ainsworth. Reading age 11+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peculiar Peggs of Riddling Woods by 

Samuel J Halpin. Reading age 10+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Alfie Turner loses his mum, it feels like his world is 

falling apart. She was the glue that held their family together 

and, now that she's gone, Alfie and his dad don't really know 

how to be a family without her. And then Alfie meets Alice. 

Alice is a force of nature and has her own set of problems, but 

at least when Alfie's with her he can forget about his. Or can 

he? Because no matter how hard you run, life will always catch 

up in the end. Despite everything holding them back, together 

Alfie and Alice learn two things: that friendship can help dig 

you out of even the blackest hole, and that it's not the falling 

down that matters, it's the getting back up 

This is the story of a sleepy town called Suds. A 

place where stories fill the air of children who keep 

turning grey and disappearing without a trace… 

 

Poppy and Erasmus are certain there's something 

peculiar going on in Suds, and they're determined to 

unravel its secrets. But when they discover the 

answers might lie in the dark and twisting woods, can 

they find the courage to creep inside and solve this 

riddling mystery? 
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Five Feet Apart by Rachel Lippincott. Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you love someone you can never touch? 

 

Stella Grant likes to be in control - even though her totally out of control lungs have sent 

her in and out of the hospital most of her life. At this point, what Stella needs to control 

most is keeping herself away from anyone or anything that might pass along an infection and 

jeopardize the possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet apart. No exceptions. 

 

The only thing Will Newman wants to be in control of is getting out of this hospital. He 

couldn’t care less about his treatments, or a fancy new clinical drug trial. Soon, he’ll turn 

eighteen and then he’ll be able to unplug all these machines and actually go see the world, not 

just its hospitals. 

 

Will’s exactly what Stella needs to stay away from. If he so much as breathes on Stella she 

could lose her spot on the transplant list. Either one of them could die. The only way to stay 

alive is to stay apart. But suddenly six feet doesn’t feel like safety. It feels like punishment. 

 

What if they could steal back just a little bit of the space their broken lungs have stolen 

from them? Would five feet apart really be so dangerous if it stops their hearts from 

breaking too? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjh4Kb90LXnAhUS8hQKHVmmCSwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FFive-Feet-Apart-Rachael-Lippincott%2Fdp%2F1471182312&psig=AOvVaw0ZDntHOaMkSB_xnOKcSWvs&ust=1580827891794131


Jackson's life is perfect; he's top of his class, wants for nothing and 

is destined to be part of the Leadership that runs the country. But 

when a violent incident leaves Jackson badly beaten and his best 

friend dead, everything changes. Suddenly his teachers claim not to 

know him, his records are deleted… Jackson doesn't exist anymore.  

 

Dumped in an Academy, where teachers are kept in cages and being a 

good fighter is all that matters, Jackson realises that to survive he 

needs to adapt, and fast. And, as he learns the Academy's terrible 

secrets, Jackson discovers that his whole life has been based on 

lies; the Leadership is corrupt to the core and they're coming after 

him. But time is running out. Can Jackson destroy the man at the 

heart of it all before he makes Jackson disappear for good? 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Rauf. Reading age 9+ 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called 

Ahmet is sitting in it. 

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never 

smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a 

refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies 

that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, 

together we've come up with a plan. . . 

 

 

The Disappeared by C J Harper. Reading age 12+ 
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On the Come Up by Angie Thomas. Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

Finding Sky by Joss Stirling. Reading age 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. As the 

daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right 

before he hit big, Bri’s got massive shoes to fill. But when her 

first song goes viral for all the wrong reasons, Bri finds 

herself at the centre of controversy and portrayed by the 

media as more menace than MC. And with an eviction notice 

staring her family down, Bri no longer just wants to make it – 

she has to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public 

has made her out to be. 

 

When English girl Sky catches a glimpse of bad boy Zed 

in her new American high school, she can't get him out of 

her head. He talks to her with his thoughts. He reads her 

mind. He is the boy she will love for ever.  

 

Shadows stalk her past but a new evil threatens her 

future. She must face the dark even if it means losing 

her heart. Will Sky have the strength to embrace her 

power and be brave enough to control her own destiny, or 

will the demons of her past prevent her from realizing 

her true potential? 
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The Year I Didn’t Eat by Samuel Pollen. Reading age 12+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson. Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14-year-old Max only has one person he can really talk to. 

Her name is Ana - also known as anorexia, his eating 

disorder. Max writes to Ana every day. She feeds on his 

fears, encouraging him to lose more and more weight.  

For Christmas, Max gets an unusual present from his older 

brother Robin: a geocache. He hides it in the forest near 

their house, thrilled by the anonymity it gives him. Anyone 

can leave Max a note - and soon, he gets one from the 

mysterious ̀ E'. Could it be the Evie, the new girl at school, 

playing tricks on him?  

In the midst of a family crisis, Max's eating disorder 

quickly deteriorates. Ana pulls him further and further 

away from his family and friends, until he feels totally 

alone. Can anyone help him find a way out? Drawing on 

debut author Samuel Pollen's own experiences, this is an 

unforgettable, uplifting story of one boy's battle with 

anorexia. 

The case is closed. Five years ago, school girl Andie Bell 

was murdered by Sal Singh. The police know he did it. 

Everyone in town knows he did it.  

But having grown up in the same small town that was 

consumed by the crime, Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. 

When she chooses the case as the topic for her final 

project, she starts to uncover secrets that someone in 

town desperately wants to stay hidden. And if the real 

killer is still out there, how far will they go to keep Pip 

from the truth . . . ?  
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Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes. Reading age 11+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lone City Series by Amy Ewing. Reading age 13+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blurb is for book one – The Jewel 

Violet Lasting is no longer a human being. Tomorrow she becomes Lot 197, 

auctioned to the highest royal bidder in the Jewel of the Lone City. Tomorrow 

she becomes the Surrogate of the House of the Lake, her sole purpose to produce 

a healthy heir for the Duchess. Imprisoned in the opulent cage of the palace, 

Violet learns the brutal ways of the Jewel, where the royal women compete to 

secure their bloodline and the surrogates are treated as disposable commodities. 

Destined to carry the child of a woman she despises, Violet enters a living death 

of captivity - until she sets eyes on Ash Lockwood, the royal Companion. Compelled 

towards each other by a reckless, clandestine passion, Violet and Ash dance like 

puppets in a deadly game of court politics, until they become each other's 

jeopardy - and salvation. 

ALIVE 

Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. He goes 

to school. He does his homework. He takes care of his little 

sister.  Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who 

mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. 

DEAD 

As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his 

death, Jerome begins to notice other ghost boys.  

Each boy has a story and they all have something in 

common... Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what 

really happened - not just to him, but to all of the ghost 

boys. 
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