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Art & Design 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Art, for more information regarding the 

learning objectives within each unit of work please see the unit plan and knowledge organiser which is 

presented in your child’s sketch book. 

 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Drawing portraits 10 Autumn 

Printmaking and 
painting 

6 Spring 

Personal response - 
final portrait 

5 Spring 

 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Art and Design, students are assessed using a combination of baseline tests, teacher-led practical 

activities, homework and student-led personal response activities for each project.   

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please see the feedback sheets in sketch books after each 

end of unit review. 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

Visiting galleries, drawing from direct observation, taking photographs, watching video 
tutorials 

Useful websites: 

www.thestudentartguide.com 

www.henitalks.com 

www.tate.org.uk 
 
www.ted.com 

http://www.thestudentartguide.com/
https://henitalks.com/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.ted.com/
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Design Technology 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Design Technology, for more information 

regarding the learning objectives within each unit of work …. 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Material Properties 2 Autumn 

Woods  3 Spring 

Metals 3 Spring 

Smart and Composite 
Materials 

3 Summer 

Ecological and Social 
Footprint  

7 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Design Technology, students are assessed using their written responses to questions and will have 

practical skills assessed using success criteria which describes what they need to do to progress. 

 

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, students should refer to the success criteria in their folders, 

which highlights their current attainment and explains to them what they need to do to progress. 

 

 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.technologystudent.com 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.technologystudent.com/
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Drama 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Drama.  

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Text in action: Noughts 
and Crosses 

17 
 

Spring 

Devising Drama: 
Frantic Assembly 

14 
 

Spring 

Responding to live 
theatre 

6  
 

Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Drama, students are given verbal feedback on their contributions to both the development and 

performance of theatre throughout the unit, as well as an end of unit performance.  

How can my child improve? 

Students can improve in Drama by consistently applying the verbal feedback received during lessons.  

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.digitaltheatreplus.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
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English  

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 your child will study English Language and English Literature within the following units of 

work.  For more information regarding the learning objectives within each unit of work please see the 

Unit Plan in their exercise book. 

Unit Title Approximate number of 
weeks 

Term unit completed 

Scripting Life: Tracking characterisation 
in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Nighttime and exploring connections 
between language and identity.  

14 Autumn 

Broadening Horizons: Responding to 
poetry from different cultures and 
writing to express a viewpoint with a 
focus on letters.  

12 Spring 

Morality: Using Oscar Wilde's Short 
Stories and Aesop's Fables as a 
springboard to write morality tales. 

11 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In English, students are given regular feedback on their contributions to class tasks, individual and 

group activities as well as formative and summative review points for each unit. For more 

information regarding content within each unit of work, please see the Unit Plan for the relevant 

topic that your son/daughter is currently studying within English.  

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve and a breakdown of skills assessed, please refer to the 

specific feedback given for the review points in your child’s exercise book.     

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.gcsepod.com 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.gcsepod.com/
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Food Technology 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Food Technology. Pupils will develop a range 

of practical skills and will be assessed both practically and on the theory based topics.  

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Unit 1- Safe food 
practices, 
environmental factors 
and practical skills  
 

 
 

6 

 
 

Autumn 

Unit 2- Excess and 
deficiency, Labelling 
requirements and 
practical skills  
 

 
 

6 

 
 

Spring 

Unit 3- Cooking 
methods, practical 
skills and end of unit 
test.  
 

 
 

6 

 
 

Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Food Technology, students are assessed using their written responses to questions and will have 

practical skills assessed using success criteria which describes what they need to do to progress. 

6 assessment points will take place- 2 per unit:  

Shortcrust pastry pie, Bean chilli, Raspberry buns, Food labelling, samosas and an end of unit test.  

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, students should refer to the success criteria in their folders, 

which highlights their current attainment and explains to them what they need to do to progress. 

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.technologystudent.com 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.technologystudent.com/


WISDOM     HOPE     COMMUNITY     DIGNITY     EQUALITY 
 

 

 

French 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in French. 

 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

“T’es branché”-  7 Autumn  

“Paris, je t’adore ” 6 Spring  

Bien dans sa peau 10 Summer  

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In French, students are assessed using a combination of regular vocabulary tests, regular translation 

tests, teacher-devised homework writing tasks, independent and creative projects (such as producing 

a postcard of your visit to Paris), speaking activities in class (such as interviews and role-plays), 

listening and reading activities in class, end of units assessments (assessing the four skills of Listening, 

Reading, Writing and Speaking). 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please consult your French exercise book and the feedback 

given after each writing homework task and after each end of unit assessment. Also refer to the end of 

the French book, to the dedicated pages and support sheets on how to produce a good written piece 

of work (feedback marking support mat).  

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

- Vocabulary weekly practice on QUIZLET.com (carry out at least 3 activities and then 

take a test). 

-  Further vocabulary practise:  memrise.com             

- Translation and sentence-building: duolingo.com 

- bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
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Geography 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Geography, for more information regarding 

the learning objectives within each unit of work please see the Unit Plan for the relevant topic that 

your son/daughter is currently studying within Geography. More specific information regarding the 

key knowledge within each topic can be found in the Knowledge Organiser which is found in your 

child’s exercise book. 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Why is the Middle East 
an important world 
region? 

7 Autumn 

Why is health and 
disease a Geographical 
issue? 

7 Autumn/Spring 

Iceland: a synoptic 
study 

6 Spring 

Changing Climate 8 Spring/Summer 

Dynamic Development 8 Summer 
 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Geography, students are assessed using a combination of assessed starter activities, homework, 

individual and group activities and end of unit assessments. Assessments throughout the year will 

consist of a varying blend of tasks and activities which tests the knowledge and understanding from 

the variety of units studied throughout your time at St. Hilda’s. 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please refer to the specific feedback given for the end of 

unit assessments in your child’s exercise book. To extend your own learning, make use of the 

knowledge organiser for each unit for your child to self-evaluate and self-assess their knowledge and 

understanding of different topics. This is something you can encourage by asking them questions 

about content within the knowledge organiser. 

How can my child extend their learning? 

The topics in year 9 will draw upon and build on knowledge learned throughout Year 7 and 8 

Geography, therefore regularly recapping this content throughout Year 9 is essential. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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German 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in German. 

 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

 Schulfächer 6 Autumn 

Meine Schule  
6 Autumn 

Reise!  
6 Spring 

Sommerferien  
6 Spring 

war die Stadt?  
6 Summer 

hast du in den Ferien 
gemacht?  

6 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In German, students are assessed using a combination of regular vocabulary tests, regular translation 

tests, teacher-devised homework writing tasks, independent and creative projects (such as producing 

a poster to describe my school bag), speaking activities in class (such as interviews and role-plays), 

listening and reading activities in class, end of units assessments (assessing the four skills of Listening, 

Reading, Writing and Speaking). 

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please consult your German exercise book and the feedback 

given after each writing homework task and after each end of unit assessment. Also refer to the end of 

the German book, to the dedicated pages and support sheets on how to produce a good written piece 

of work (feedback marking support mat).  

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

 

www.quizlet.com/en-gb 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.memrise.com 

http://www.quizlet.com/en-gb
http://www.quizlet.com/en-gb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.memrise.com/


WISDOM     HOPE     COMMUNITY     DIGNITY     EQUALITY 
 

 

 

History 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in History. Specific information regarding the 

key knowledge within each topic can be found in the Knowledge Organiser which is found in your 

child’s exercise book. 

Unit Title Approximate number of 
weeks 

Term unit completed 

Democracy vs Dictatorship - Is it better to 
live in a Democracy or a Dictatorship? 

7 Weeks Autumn 

Depth Student - Why was Hitler able to 
come to power in Germany? 

4 weeks Autumn 

Depth study - How was Hitler able to 
control the ordinary people? 

10 weeks Spring 

The Holocaust- How and why was the 
persecution of the Jews possible in 
Germany? 

3 weeks Spring 

WW2 - Which is the most significant enter 
for determining the outcome of WW2? 

6 weeks Summer 

Who shot JFK? 5 weeks Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In History, students are assessed using a combination of assessed starter activities, homework, 

individual and group activities and end of unit assessments. 

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please refer to the specific feedback given for the end of 

unit assessments in your child’s exercise book. 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.gcsepod.com 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs 

 

http://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs
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ICT/Computing 

Year 9 Units of Study 

For information regarding the learning objectives within each unit of work, please see the assessment 

objectives for each unit on Teams. A knowledge organiser for each unit is uploaded to Teams and 

students have a paper copy in their folders in school. 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Introduction to Cyber 
Security 

7 Autumn 

Developing for the 
Web 

6 Autumn 

Python Programming 6 Spring 

Introduction to 
Physical Programming 

6 Spring 

Introduction to 
creating Media 
Graphics 

6 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

For each unit that they study, students will be assessed using a combination of an end of unit 

assessment test, the practical/theoretical activities that they have participated in during lessons, and 

using their homework. At Key Stage 3, this work will be evidenced and marked mostly via Microsoft 

Teams. 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

Students can explore and develop their coding skills outside of lessons, by using one of the following 

websites; 

https://code.org/learn  

https://www.sololearn.com 

https://scratch.mit.edu/  

 

 

 

https://code.org/learn
https://www.sololearn.com/
https://www.sololearn.com/
https://scratch.mit.edu/


WISDOM     HOPE     COMMUNITY     DIGNITY     EQUALITY 
 

 

 

Mathematics 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Maths, for more information regarding the 

learning objectives within each unit of work please see the unit plan and knowledge organizer which is 

presented in your child’s exercise book at the start of each unit. 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Indices & Standard 
Form 

3 Autumn 

Expressions & 
Formulae 

4 Autumn 

 Dealing with Data 3 Autumn 

Multiplicative 
Reasoning 

4 Autumn 

Constructions 3 Spring 

Equations, Inequalities 
& Proportionality 

3 Spring 

Circle, Pythagoras and 
Prisms 

3 Spring 

Sequences & Graphs 4 Spring 

Probability 4 Summer 

Comparing Shapes 4 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Maths, students are assessed using assessed starter activities, homework and an end of unit check 

in test. 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve please see the DIRT sheets in exercise books after each end 

of unit check in test. 

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.mymaths.co.uk 

www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk 

www.corbettmaths.com 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
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Music 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Music, for more information regarding the 

learning objectives within each unit of work …. 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

The Blues  7 Autumn 

Video Game Music 6 Autumn 

New Directions  6 Spring 

Road Trip - The Music 
of the Middle East  

5 Spring 

Music from 1960-1970 6 Summer 

Music from 1980-2000  6 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Music, students are assessed at the start or end of lessons through listening exercises. They are 

assessed each term on their composition or performance skills.  

 

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve pupils can refer to their MADTSHIRT rulers in their books.   

 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

www.bbcbitesize.com  

www.teoria.com 

www.musicfirst.co.uk 

Also, listening to Spotify to further their knowledge of music genres.  

 

http://www.bbcbitesize.com/
http://www.teoria.com/
http://www.musicfirst.co.uk/
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Physical Education 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in PE.   For more information on what skills and 

knowledge students will develop please see the unit plan.  Learning objectives are cross transferable 

and will be applied to each sporting activity that students complete. 

Unit Titles 
(Girls) 

Unit Titles 
(Boys) 

Approximate 
number of 

weeks 
Term unit 
completed 

Set 1 Set 2 Set 1 Set 2   

Netball Badminton Football Table Tennis 3 Autumn 

Fitness Hockey Badminton Basketball 3 Autumn 

Badminton Netball Table Tennis Football 3 Autumn 

Football Fitness Basketball Badminton 3 Spring 

Table 
Tennis 

Badminton-
Netball Rugby 

Football-
Badminton 

3 Spring 

Badminton-
Netball 

Table 
Tennis 

Football-
Badminton Fitness 

3 Spring 

Rounders/Athletics Cricket/Athletics 6 Summer 

Cricket/Athletics Softball/Athletics 6 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In PE, students are assessed using baseline assessments at the start of the year and teacher led 

practical activities throughout each sport/physical activity. Students are assessed in both isolation/skill 

practices, match play, competition or created routines. 

How can my child improve? 

Students can improve their skills and ability to apply skills in match play by attending extra-curricular 

clubs. We have an extensive timetable with activities running before school, lunch time and after 

school. Students can also improve by represent the school in various sports in the local and wider 

areas testing their ability against students from other schools. 

How can my child extend their learning? 

Students can extend their learning by keeping active whilst at home by joining a local sports club or 

why not try starting one of these as a family: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/couch-to-5k-week-by-week/  
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/couch-to-5k-week-by-week/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/
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Religious Studies 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in RS. 

 

Unit Title Approximate 
number of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Philosophy - Where is God?  
 

6-8 
 

Autumn 

How do religions respond to ethical 
dilemas?  

 
6-8 

 
Autumn 

Religious ideas about relationships and 
families.  

 
6-8 

 
Spring 

Christian Beliefs  
 

6-8 
 

Spring 

Christian Practices 
 

6-8 
 

Summer 

Skills 
 

6-8 
 

Summer 

NB: Due to some classes being taught by two teachers the order in which units are completed may 

vary to the table above.  

Year 9 Assessment 

In Religious Studies, students are assessed using a combination of written and oral classwork 

in addition to end of unit examinations. Specific information regarding the key knowledge 

within each topic can be found in the Knowledge Organiser.  

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please refer to the specific feedback given for the end of 

unit assessments in your child’s exercise book. 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

Your child can extend their learning by using the knowledge organisers they have been provided with 

and by accessing the home learning booklets and revision resources on Microsoft Teams.  
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Science 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Science. 

 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Fundamentals of 
Chemistry  

6 Autumn 

States of Matter 6 Spring 

Forces  5 Spring 

Cells 5 Spring 

Ecology 6 Summer 

Atmosphere and 
resources 

5 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Science, students are assessed by started activities, quizzes, tasks, practical investigations, 

homework and end of unit learning checks/assessments. There are usually two review home works 

during each topic to assess the students’ progress during the topic as well as the learning check at the 

end of the topic.  

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve see DIRT sheets at the end of each learning check and 

additional teacher comments.  

How can my child extend their learning? 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/ 

Watching Science documentaries.  

Reading about Science in books, magazines, on-line and the news.  

 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv
https://classroom.thenational.academy/
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Spanish 

 

Year 9 Units of Study 

During year 9 you will study the following units of work in Spanish. 

 

Unit Title Approximate number 
of weeks 

Term unit completed 

Holidays 12 Autumn 

My life and my mobile 12 Spring 

Food 12 Summer 

 

Year 9 Assessment 

In Spanish, students are assessed using a combination of regular vocabulary tests, regular translation 

tests, teacher-devised homework writing tasks, independent and creative projects (such as producing 

a poster to describe my school bag), speaking activities in class (such as interviews and role-plays), 

listening and reading activities in class, end of units assessments (assessing the four skills of Listening, 

Reading, Writing and Speaking). 

 

 

How can my child improve? 

For individual targets on how to improve, please consult your Spanish exercise book and the feedback 

given after each writing homework task and after each end of unit assessment. Also refer to the end of 

the Spanish book, to the dedicated pages and support sheets on how to produce a good written piece 

of work (feedback marking support mat).  

 

 

How can my child extend their learning? 

 

www.quizlet.com/en-gb 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.memrise.com 

 

http://www.quizlet.com/en-gb
http://www.quizlet.com/en-gb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.memrise.com/
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Assessment Dates for the Forthcoming Term 

During form time each Monday students are working on ‘Learn to Learn’.  This 

involves them learning how best to work independently, looking at how to develop 

skills of organisation and beginning to understand how to revise.  As a part of this we 

are providing the following dates for students as an indication as to when they will 

have in class assessments over the forthcoming term.  The numbers after each 

subject indicate the unit number that is being assessed. 

These dates are only guidance and are subject to change depending on the 

progress of individual classes.   

The class teacher will notify students as to the exact date of any assessment. 

 

Week Week beginning Subjects 

1 03/01/22  RS 2 

2 10/01/22 Music  2 Listening 

3 17/01/22 Maths 2 & 3 

4 24/01/22 PE  4 

5 31/01/22 Art 2 
German  2 

6 07/02/22 Music  3 Skills 
DT 6 & Food 6 (Rotation 1)  
ICT 3 

7 14/02/22 Music  3 Skills 
Spanish 3 

 Half Term 

8 28/02/22 PE  5 
DT 1 (Rotation 2) 

 

9 07/03/22 Music  3 Listening 
Geography  2 & 3 
Science 3 
RS 3 

10 14/03/22 Maths 4 & 5 
DT 2 & Food 1 (Rotation 2) 

11 21/03/22 Maths 6 
English ( to complete either week 11, 12 or 13) 

12 28/03/22 Music  4 Skills 
Science 4 
German  3 

13 04/04/22 French  2 
Music  4 Skills 
Spanish 4 
DT 3 & Food 2 (Rotation 2)  
ICT 4 

 


